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If we remember that our Sun is only one of the

numerous company of the galactic system, we must
conclude that the age of the Galaxy cannot be less
than the age af the Sun, and must amount to at
least a few billions of years. (G. Gamow)
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The ‘““Book of Sediments”, as reconstructed by
the work of generations of geologists, certainly
represents a most extensive historic document,
alongside which all the thick volumes of the history
of the human race are no more than an insigni-
ficant booklet (G. Gamow) = EBMIORY (R L
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If, however, we apply the same formula to the
collisions of protons with the nuclei of heavier
elements, we find that even at central solar tem-
peratures the reaction between hydrogen and
chlorine, for example, will take 10% years to trans-
form 50 percent of the mixture, and the penet-
ration of protons into the heavy nuclei of lead will
require an unbelievably long time— no less than
10250( | ) years. (G. Gamow)
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Probably no work which the United States
Government carries on touches the life of the

ordinary person in more ways than does the work



