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Centennial Celebration: Meteorogical Society of Japan

Professor Gambo, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen and officials, I am most pleased to bring you
the greetings and congratulations of the American Meteorological Society on this auspicious occasion of the
centennial of the founding of the Meteorological Society of Japan. The American Meteorological Society has
had throughout its shorter history of 62 years a strong interest in international scientific associations and in
the world wide exchange of meteorological data. We are proud of the fact that many Japanese meteorologists
are members of the A.M.S., more in fact than from any other foreign country and we are delighted to be
able to honor our elder sister on her 100 th birthday. We wish her great success for her second century.

There have been many productive and important associations between Japanese and American meteorologists
over the years. Professor Syono’s and Professor Gambo’s institute at the University of Tokyo has produced
many of the leading researchers of the present generation in the U.S. who have contributed greatly to the
development of present-day meteorology. Drs. Miyakoda and Manabe who are now at Princeton, Kasahara
at NCAR, Sasaki at Oklahoma, Ogura at Illinois, Fujita at Chicago, and Yanai at UCLA, all from the
University of Tokyo, are recognized as among the leaders in U.S. Meteorology. Dr. Arakawa, Who is at
UCLA, another product of Japanese education, also must be included in any list of outstanding American
meteorologists.

The Global Research Program which culminated in 1979 has been the focus for the past twenty years for
many meteorologists in the U.S. and Japan as well as in other countries. Japan’s contributions to this
program have been extremely important. Japanese initiative and leadership in the Air Mass Transformation
Experiment made possible and outstanding international research program which contributed much to the
GARP objectives. Japanese participation in the Monsoon Experiment also was especially critical to learning
more about the SE Asia monsoon. And Japan and the United States are now engaged together, along with
other nations, in the World Climate Program.

Interaction of the ocean and atmosphere is one of the research fields in which Japan and the U.S. have
already cooperated effectively and in which future cooperation can bring both scientific and practical rewards.
In AMTEX U.S. and Japanese meteorologists worked together to learn the mysteries of air-sea interaction
in cold air outbreaks over the warm water of the Kuroshio. AMTEX is closely related and contributes to
the Storm Transfer and Response Experiment (STREX), in which I am personally involved. These programs
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are contending with a very difficult but very important scientific problem, namely to understand how the
ocean initiates and influences the development of mid-latitude storms and how ocean structure and motion
is influenced by the storms. This problem deserves increasing attention in the future, as more attention
shifts to predictions of 5 days longer, and I expect and hope that Japan and the United States will cooperate
increasingly in this endeavor. In this connection I am encouraged that in response to withdrawal of the
weather ships from the Pacific Ocean due to their increasing cost, Japan, the U.S. and Canada are developing
new systems for making meteorological and oceanographic observations using merchant ships of opportunity.
These will provide observations vital for both operational forecasting and research. I am pleased that one
of my former students, Dr. Mikio Miyake, who is an emigré from Japan, is now engaged in developing this
program on behalf of Canada.

Another vital contribution to the Global Research Program was the geostationary satellite, Himawari, and
the world continues to benefit from the second of this series of satellites. Without this accurate and reliable
observing platform over the western Pacific Ocean global surveillance of cloud distribution during the global
experiment would not have been possible. In the past several years short range forecasting accuracy has
improved dramatically, due in part to the improved observational capability of geostationary satellites. This
improvement in forecasting answeres the question which the Global Research Program was designed to
answer. It will have increasing practical value in coming years.

The successful development, launching into orbit, and operation of Himawari—sunflower, a most pleasing
and appropriate name—was a Japanese endeavor in which both the U.S. and Japan can take pride. I
understand that there are plans for future Himawaris, and I am sure that they will continue to play important
parts in research and in operational forecasting.

In conclusion I should like to bring you greetings from the U.S. National Academy of Sciences through its
Foreign Secretary, Dr. Thomas F. Malone, from the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research through
its President, Dr. Robert M. White, and from the National Weather Service through its Director ]jr. Richard
Hallgren, who is now also the president of the American Meteorological Society. I should like to read their
letters at this time.

(Dr. Thomas F. Malone’s letter)

(Dr. Robert White’s letter)

(Dr. Richard Hallgren’s letter)

Robert G. Fleagle, Past President, American Meteorological Society

May 12, 1982
Dear Professor Gambo:

On behalf of the National Academy of Sciences, I extend to you our warm greetings and congratulations
on the observance of the 100th Anniversary of the Meteorological Society of Japan.

It is fortituous that presently one of our distinguished Members, Dr. Roger Revelle, is currently visiting
your wonderful country in connection with the oceanic aspects of the World Climate Programme. His
visitation is a measure of the esteem and respect with which the Members of our Academy hold for the
scientific accomplishment of your Society.

I recall with great pleasure my visits in Tokyo and Kyoto, and look forward to returning again soon to
Japan. Meanwhile, be assured of the best wishes of our more than 1,300 Members and 200 Foreign Associates
on this auspicious occasion. We look forward with great confidence to the scientific accomplishments of your

organization during the next century, and to its dedicated service, not only to the people of your country,
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but throughout the meteorological network to all the people of the world.
With every good wish,

Sincerely yours, Thomas F. Malone, Foreign Secretary

May 11, 1982

Dear President Gambo:

It has been brought to my attention that the Japanese Meteorological Society will celebrate its 100th
anniversary this year. As a former director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the
United States, and as a former President of the American Meteorological Society, I am well aware of the
fine contributions of your Society to the advancement of atmospheric sciences during the past century. As
the President of the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research, representing a consortium of the 48
universities in the United States, active in the atmospheric sciences, I would like to send you greetings from
the U.S. academic meteorological community and wish your Society well in the centuries ahead.

Sincerely, Robert M. White, President

May 20, 1982

Dear Professor Gambo:

I regret very much that my schedule does not permit me to be with you to celebrate the Centennial of the
Meteorological Society of Japan.

The American Meteorological Society and the National Weather Service hold the contributions the Japan
Meteorological Agency has made to world meteorology in great esteem. On behalf of both organizations,
I congratulate you on this significant occasion.

Sincerely yours, Richard E. Hallgren, President, American Meteorological Society

Director, National Weather Service

Dear the Executive Director, Professor Gambo, Dear the deputy Executive Director, Dr. Kodaira
Ladies and Gentlemen:

The opening of the Centennial of the Meteorological Society of Japan is an important matter, not only
in the meteorological circle in Japan, but also in the meteorological circle of the world. On this important
occasion, first of all, I would like, on behalf of the Chinese Meteorological Society, to extend our warm
congratulations to this Centennial. Secondly, I would also like to express my own personal warm thanks for
your kind invitation to attend this Centennial. I am specially honoured to be asked to address this meeting.

As well-known, your society has a long and brilliant history. During this past 100 years, after the establish-
ment of your Society on May 3 1882, you have been continuously making excellent contributions to meteorology.
Since early 30's or even 20’s your agricultural meteorology has already been famous. Your researches on
long-range weather forecast has a long and a very good history. Your researches on Bai-u, typhoons, severe
rainstorms and so on have been well-known for a long time. In recent years the researches on the planetary-
scale dynamics and boundary layer meteorology in Japan are well documented. In your country the fruitful
results of the researches on the atmospheric radiation, cloud physics, air pollutions and so on are well cited
in literature. Your country is also very rich in the experience of numerical weather predictions. As a result
of your large amount of research works, the operational numerical weather forecast model in your country
is one of the top-rank models in the world. Your society has also played a great role in WMO, as in
WWW and GARP. The AMTEX was well-known. The successful launching of the geostationary meteorological
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satellites Himawali I and Himawali II should be specially congratulated. They are very much beneficial to
the Chinese meteorologists. Here I would like to express our special thanks for your two satellites. The
automation in meteorology in your country should also be praised. Your NWW (National Weather Watch),
ADESS (Automated Date Editing and Switching System) and AMEDAS (Automated Meteorological Data
Acquisition System) are indeed very efficient systems.

In view of all these important contributions to meteorology, the celebration of the centennial of the
Japanese Meteorological Society is specially meaningful and this Centennial deserves special congratulations.
I believe that your society will continue to make greater and greater contributions to meteorology.

China and Japan are two friendly neighboring countries. They have common meteorological problems,
like typhoons, severe rainstorms, Bai-u, monsoons, cold waves, general circulation over Asia and so on.
Because of these, therefore even before the normalization of the relation between our two countries, the
meteorologists of our two countries had already made contacts. After the normalization the contacts become
much more frequent. Since we have so many meteorological problems in common, I hope and believe that
the meteorological relations between our two countries will develop much more rapidly hereafter. This will
be beneficial to both of our two countries.

Now may I wish your society an everlasting prosperity and the friendship between our meteorological
societies growing forever.

Best wishes to everybody present here.

Ye Du-zheng, Executive Director, Chinese Meteorological Society
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