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Abstract

Climatological features of the dry period which occurs from late May to early June over the region from
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Kyushu to Honshu are described using daily data for 44 years (1961-2004). The dry period is centered
around 24 May along the southern coast from Kyushu to Kinki and 1 June in the Tohoku district. The
period is characterized by smaller precipitation amount and less precipitation days, as well as lower
frequency of heavy precipitation (=50 mm/day and=100 mm/day) than preceding and following
periods, while thunderstorms and hails in the eastern Honshu occur with a higher frequency. The analysis
of equivalent potential temperature at the 850 hPa level confirms that the dry period corresponds to a short

period of reduced meridional baroclinicity around Honshu.
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