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Abstract

This study analyzed the long-term changes in the frequency of heavy snow events, which are
defined for three time scales (1-, 3, 7-days) and three threshold values (2-, 5-, 10-year return
periods), and their relation to winter (from December to February) temperature at the surface
and in upper levels, in and around Niigata prefecture. This analysis is based on daily snowfall
data observed at 13 railway stations from 1960/1961 winter to 2008/2009 winter.

The frequency of 1-, 3—-, and 7- days snowfall events over the 2-, 5-, 10—year return periods was
high from 1960/1961 winter to 1985/1986 winter and low after 1986/1987 winter. For the
frequency of 1-, 3—, and 7- days snowfall events over the 2-year return periods, a discontinuous
change between 1985/1986 winter and 1986/1987 winter is detected. This frequency shows a
negative correlation with the winter mean temperature at surface, and becomes lower (higher) as
winter mean temperature increases (decreases). Although it shows a negative correlation with
winter mean temperature below the 350hPa level, the correlation becomes weaker with height.
Furthermore, it decreases (increases) by 0.4-0.5 times/year, when winter mean temperature at
Niigata increases (decreases) one degree.
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